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Many experts agree that energy is the defining issue of this century. Economic recessions, foreign

wars, and foreclosures are only a few of the results of AmericaÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s dependence on oil. In

Terra Nova, ecologist Eric Sanderson elucidates the interconnections between oil and money, cars

and transportation, and suburbs and land use. He then charts a path toward renewed economic

growth, enhanced national security, revitalized communities, and a sustainable environment: a new

form of the American Dream. Taking a uniquely cross-disciplinary, accessible approach, Sanderson

delves into natural history, architecture, chemistry, and politics, to show how the American

relationship to nature shaped our past and predicates our future. Illustrated throughout with maps,

charts, and infographics, the book suggests how we achieve a better world through a

self-reinforcing cycle of tax reform, retrofitted towns and cities, bicycles and streetcars, and

investment in renewable energy.  Praise for Terra Nova:  &#147;If youÃ¢â‚¬â„¢re going to read one

book on the end of oil and the future of energy, make it this one. Eric Sanderson has thought deeply

about the impact of our petroleum-dependent economy, how we got here, and where weÃ¢â‚¬â„¢re

headed. You may not agree with everything you read here, but this book should be the launching

point for a desperately needed discussion about our modern way of life.Ã¢â‚¬Â• &#151;Daniel H.

Pink, New York Times bestselling author of Drive and To Sell Is Human  &#147;The highly readable

text is complemented by illustrations, including maps, statistical tables, and extensive notes.

VERDICT: The information supplied here would be difficult to find elsewhere. This book is

recommended for all readers interested in the future of the United States and for both public and

academic library collections.Ã¢â‚¬Â• &#151;Library Journal Ã‚Â  &#147;Likening oil, cars, and

suburbs to modern-day Sirens, those &#145;beautiful winged monstersÃ¢â‚¬â„¢ that tempted

Odysseus with their songs, conservation ecologist Sanderson (Mannahatta) discourages an

over-reliance on these things in this well-intentioned cautionary volume. The comparison is an

ambitious one he employs throughout, believing they could doom Americans the way the Sirens

would have doomed Odysseus, had he succumbed to their choruses . . . . Sanderson commendably

outlines &#145;a new way of life . . . designed to sustain American prosperity, health, and freedom

for generations to come,Ã¢â‚¬â„¢ but whether his suggestions or admonitions will be taken

seriously is another matter entirely.Ã¢â‚¬Â• &#151;Publishers Weekly  Ã‚Â 
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There are planetary boundaries like temperature, composition of the atmosphere, ocean chemistry

that it would be wise to maintain at the risk of extinction. These boundaries tend to interact, i.e.,

releasing 450 ppb of CO2 into the atmosphere will probably raise global temperature by 2 degrees

Centigrade. Because of a deeply ingrained reliance on fossil fuels, almost every aspect of human

consumption, production and waste releases carbon. This book explains how Oil became so tightly

woven into the fabric of life. The association is not obvious; a series of accidents and good fortune

led down the path of dependence. The author opens with a step back to the prehistoric origins of

this natural resource and then covers choices made in the early days of electricity and automobiles

which tied the knot to fossil fuels. Part 1 concludes with expose linking he economics of big oil

companies to international politics (and wars). Part 2 of the book claims "it doesn't have to be this

way" and "its never too late to change." This exploration of a future is not sci-fi speculation or a fuel

efficiency lecture. The author reaches for discards in the dustbins of history and comes up with

ideas ripe for resurrection - like street cars. The book also discusses new energy options

(technologies which are not so new and should have been deployed decades back) and calculates

ideal population densities for sustainable cities. The creativity gets you thinking about lost options

and undiscovered alternatives.



Wonderful book by a talented amateur, whose professional research training in biology really helped

him do a great job of analysing energy, urban planning and transportation issues. Even growing up

in a family of CPAs paid off. His ideas about taxation at the endpoints of production (initial extraction

and recycling/disposal) have real merit. I especially appreciated his coverage of hydro-storage of

solar & wind energy -- pumping water uphill to a reservoir with excess power, then releasing it back

through dynamos to generate the power when it is needed. This is actually established technology,

in limited use now. Sanderson estimates there are 100k locations where this would work in the USA

alone! Costly? Yes. Doable? Yes. Worth doing? ABSOLUTELY! I would compare it to the money

and effort required to create the Interstate Highway system. Now that was a very big deal, but

wouldn't it be just as worthwhile to make alternative energy really work, achieve energy

independence, and disentangle energy policy from political quagmires ranging from the Middle East

to Venezuela to Russia/China? Kudos to Sanderson for presenting this and a number of other very

worthy ideas in a lovingly done single volume, at an affordable price to boot!

Eric Sanderson has captured the story of how events merged to bring us to the lifestyle we "enjoy"

as Americans today. He is a good writer, and provides just enough background to make this story

spellbinding. Oil led to cars, and the combination led us to settle far from our work, shopping,

schools, and social centers. As we exit the era of cheap oil, we face the task of changing in ways

that will require courage and awareness of limitations. I recommend this book to all who would seek

an understanding of how our future will look different from the past 100 years in America.

It is an awesome book about the interconnection between culture and the environment.

Not as I expected but sold as advertised.

Great book! Wonderful charts and information!

Awesome

The graphics do a great service to a highly readable text.
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